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Summary: American Bandhas everything going for it, from tempo to heart to the grand bittersweet finale.
What a gift for readers: a pitch-perfect tribute to kids and song and community. Madeleine Blais, Pulitzer Prize
winner and author of In These Girls, Hope Is a Muscle "As a spats-hating, apathetic, marching-band clarinetist
in high school, | didn't recognize the driven and talented Concord High musicians who train harder than the
football players at whose games they perform. But American Bandis much more than the story of a season in
the life of the most fanatical practitioners of this uniquely American ritual. Kristen Laine has produced a
captivating portrait of what it's like to be a teenager in middle America in the first part of the 21st century."
Stefan Fatsis, author of Word Freak: Heartbreak, Triumph, Genius, and Obsession in the World of Competitive
Scrabble Players "Football isn't the only thing happening underneath those Friday night lights. American
Bandleads us through the championship season of Elkhart, Indianas Marching Minutemen. But most
importantly, author Kristen Laine shows that in the heart of the heart of the country, so- called quaint notions
like community and personal excellence are alive and kicking." Cathy Day, author of The Circus in Winter
"Through the graceful narration of Kristen Laine, a season of a high school band becomes the provocative
story of young men and women grappling with issues of friendships, ambition, and spirituality. American
Bandtransports us to the real America that so many journalists simply fly over. It makes us care us care deeply
about the parents, kids and teachers who come together to create a sense of community in these fast-changing
times." David L. Marcus, author of What It Takes to...
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