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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Dept. of Labor, U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Office of
Employment and Unemployment Statistics, 2008 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)231619916 Subject: Disaster victims --
Gulf States -- Economic conditions. Excerpt: . . . percent of the difference in hours worked and only about 5
percent of the difference in the employment-population ratio and cannot explain the difference in the labor
force participation 19 rate. Thus, while individual and family characteristics can explain some of the differences
in labor market outcomes between groups, a substantial proportion of the difference cannot be explained by
these factors. When we add to equation ( 2 ) the interaction between the linear time trend and the returning
variable, the estimated coefficients on the interaction term suggest that differences between returnees and non-
returnees ( controlling for individual and family characteristics ) did 20 not consistently decrease or increase
over time ( column 5 of Table 6 ). In an enriched specification with month year dummies replacing the linear
time trend, monthly estimates of the differences between returnees and non-returnees increased over the first
half of the post-Katrina 21 period in our data and decreased over the second half ( Table 7 and Figure 3 ).
Although both groups recovered during the period, the timing of that recovery was different: returnees
recovered relatively more quickly and non-returnees began to catch up approximately seven months after the
storm struck ( Groen and Polivka 2007 ). Nevertheless, at the conclusion of the period we study, non-returnees
continued to lag behind returnees. For example, in October 2006 we estimate that ( controlling for individual
and family characteristics ) non-returnees employment-population ratio was 15. 9 percentage points lower and
their...
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