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The publication of a work by the New Sydenham Society
indicates such a kindly appreciation of its merits by eminent
members of our profession, and is such an honourable
recognition of the author, that it is his first and plainest duty to
give expression to his sincere thanks and gratification at the
distinction shown to him. Whilst I do this with all my heart, I hope
that the reception of these Lectures on Diseases of the Digestive
Organs may be as favourable in England as elsewhere. I was not
led to concern myself with the disorders of digestion by clinical
study. My way led through physiology, and when, in 1879, I
published the first edition of the first part of these lectures, the
diseases of the digestive organs were just beginning to be
studied by means of new methods of investigation. I happened
to take a modest share in this work, and half against my will I
gathered a large practical experience. The...
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