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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .of Niagara River lying within the State of New York lias an area of 789
square miles. The area of the river itself, from its head at Lake Erie to the Falls, is 21 square miles.1 The
accompanying table gives the precipitation within and in the vicinity of the drainage area of the Great Lakes for
the years from 1892 to 1895, inclusive. In this table a few only of the many precipitation records which are now
available have been used. The records there appearing are, it is believed, sufficient to show the mean
precipitation of the basin of the Great Lakes for the years indicated. In this and subsequent tables the water
year2 is considered as beginning with the month of December of the preceding year. Thus the water year of
1879 extends from December, 1878, to November, 1879, inclusive. The months from December to May constitute
what may be termed the storage period. During this time vegetation is inert, the temperature low, with
consequent light evaporation. Usually from 70 to 80 per cent of the precipitation of this period runs off in the
streams. June to August, inclusive, is tho growing period. Then tho temperature is at its highest for the year and
vegetation is active. For this period only about 20 per cent of tho rainfall appears in the streams, and some of
that is usually the stored ground water of tho preceding period. September to November, inclusive, is the
replenishing period. The...
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